The papers covered in the series were selected with emphasis on the spread of topics, as well as diversity in the approaches and perspectives they represent. Many of these papers, given their influence on their respective areas, are also ones that have been relatively well cited, but citation numbers (or other metrics for that matter) were not the driving factor in selecting the papers. Each Science and Society article in the series outlines the paper being discussed, and places it in the historical context of prior and later work. The overall idea is to provide a concise picture of the trajectory of the area over the years, and to present how the paper helped shape this trajectory.
Scientific progress follows no template, and perhaps neuroscience offers some of the most striking examples of the complex paths of advancement. In some cases, systematic and gradual efforts over time led to deep understanding of a neural system; in other cases, the discovery of a new molecule or a mechanism marked more of a turning point in the area, or opened up new questions and directions of inquiry; and occasionally, a breakthrough in one area left a long-lasting impact on other subfields of neuroscience. In several domains, neuroscientific progress informed technological advances and the development of new medical treatments. Still, at this moment, diseases of the nervous system present one of the biggest burdens and challenges of our time. Supporting the efforts to address these pressing and unmet needs is a major goal for basic neuroscience research in coming years. In parallel, it is important, I believe, to firmly underscore, through education and effective communication of science, the importance and inherent value of scientific inquiry per se.
I am grateful to the authors who agreed to take of their time and write for the series, and to my colleagues at Trends, Cell Press, and Elsevier for their help and support. I would like also to express my appreciation for the important work of the many researchers across the globe whose studies contributed, and will continue to contribute, to progress in our understanding of the nervous system. Admittedly, even with the effort to diversify the areas being discussed in this series, the breadth of neuroscience research cannot be captured in 40 articles, and regrettably, many influential studies have not been covered. I extend my apologies to these authors, and hope to be able to cover their areas of research through future articles at TINS. I hope that you will find the series enjoyable and inspiring.
